
K & K Daytona Heads Back to Bonneville  
45 years ago this month, the K & K Insurance team led by 

Harry Hyde with driver Bobby Isaac set 28 world speed 

records, some of which still stand.     Over the summer 

NASCARôs media group approached Tim Wellborn about 

bringing the #71 team Daytona back to the salt for some 

exhibition runs in September.     
 

With no small amount of concern about how the salt gets 

everywhere on these cars once they run,  this is an 

unrepeatable opportunity and at the right time.    Tim 

really wanted to do this project and began his homework 

on how to get the car cleaned up by talking to folks who 

have raced there in the past.     Once Tim has a plan, a 

fresh set of Goodyear tires went on the K & K.   Timôs 

mechanic Daniel who maintains the car gave it fresh tune 

and on September 14
th
, the car was loaded on the Reliable 

Carriers semi for the trip west to Utah. 
 

The plan is to film the car over the weekend of Spetember 

17
th
 with some moderate speed passes and interviews.    

Kenny Troutt and Buddy Parrott, two of the surviving 

team members will be there to see it go down.   I am sure 

there will not be a dry eye as the car remains very 

important to these guys. 
 

I expect we will see the edited footage air during Speedweeks 2017 before the Daytona 500 

 

At left is a great low shot of 

Harry, Bobby and the #71 ready 

to run at Bonneville in 1971.     
 

The Daytona is all slicked up and 

ready for action.   Check out 

Harryôs radio with the huge 

antenna.     
 

The small decal on the door with 

the map of the United States is a 

USAC tech inspection decal from 

the 1971 season.  USAC 

sanctioned and officiated the K & 

K speed runs.    

 

(photo: Kwiatkowski collection)
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This original letter was written by K & K Insurance team owner Nord Krauskopf to crew chief Harry Hyde in 

appreciation of their all out effort to set records at Bonneville in September 1971.   A similar letter along with a check 

was sent from Nord to Bobby Isaac.     This letter is from Harry Hydeôs personal satchel and papers.   A treasure that 

can be seen in person at the Wellborn Musclecar Museum in Alabama.   

At right:    Buddy Parrott (far left) Harry 

Hyde (far right) and the crew 

congratulate Bobby Isaac after one of the 

record setting runs in 1971.    

 

Photo: Kwiatkowski collection 
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The story of Jo-Han models, their decline and disappearance from the hobby industry is often discussed.    Many original kits from 

AMT/MPC and Revell have been resurrected in recent years as a boon to the model car builder.   But there are no Jo-Han kits 

today, including the popular Superbird,  Petty 64 Plymouth, Sox Cuda and Turbine cars, among others.    Why is this?  What 

happened to the tooling?      

To begin with: Jo-Han was quite a small company, compared to the really 

big operation that AMT Corporation became in the 1960ôs   In those days, 

AMT was producing millions of model car kits.   John Haenle, the founder 

(shown at left) whose name makes up Jo-Han, was from all I have been told, 

very much a "one man band" much of the time.    The plant located at 17255 

Moran Ave was in the Hamtramck area of metro Detroit.     
 

John Haenle's primary business was plastic parts for the auto industry. The 

"Plastic Products" company at that address probably is his old company. 

Legend was that in later years.  JoHan wasn't a full time concern.   When 

ever production was needed, John would move employees from his main 

business over to the JoHan building to crank out a run.  That also explains 

the inconsistent and sometimes odd colors of the plastics used.   You can 

find Jo-Han kits molded in various colors other than white:  turquoise, 

orange and of course Petty Blue. 
 

A highly talented modeler, Jo-Han was founded in 1947.   Haenle did work 

on a lot of the mastering for the model cars bearing his name.  Initially,  Jo-

Han produced promotional models for Pontiac, DeSoto and Plymouth under 

the name of Ideal Models.   Oldsmobile followed in 1956 and Chrysler in 

1957 and later Studebaker.    Jo-Han Chrysler models ultimately featured a 

clever working torsion bar system made of plastic.   These were all 

assembled models.   While promotional models would continue for years, 

the new ready to be assembled kits followed in 1959.      
 

Jo-Han used injection molding machines dating from the WW II era.     

While JoHan produced a lot of subjects that would be quite popular today,  

it's wise to remember that in the 1960's, kids were not enamored with model 

kits of AMC Ramblers, Rambler Americans, Cadillacs, full-sized 

Oldsmobiles, Studebaker Larks. Likewise, while HARD to believe today, 

Plymouths, Chryslers and DeSoto's were pretty low on the popularity scale 

with the kids who were the 1960's primary market for model car kits.  Add 

to this that JoHan never displayed at any of the Hobby Industry Association 

of America trade shows back then.  Jo-Han was always conspicuous by their 

absence. Again, more reason why Jo-Han never achieved the level of 

visibility, of marketability that the "biggies" such as AMT, Revell, 

Monogram and even Aurora enjoyed back then. 
 

Jo-Han's injection molding presses, being as obsolete as they were by 1960's 

standards, also were much smaller machines than those in use at Revell, 

Monogram and AMT, which presses could handle injection molds that were 

approximately 24 x 48 x about 18 inches; all solid blocks of steel (with just a 

few "inserts" which were the tooling for wheels and of course the sliding 

cores for molding one-piece body shells).  JoHan also insisted on using a fairly valuable alloy for tooling inserts in their molds, 

beryllium copper. While a fairly hazardous metal, beryllium is in the range of semi-precious metals, and as such, those inserts had 

a pretty high scrap value.   
 

It is said that Haenle could be a rather difficult person to work for, which apparently lead to a lot of dissatisfaction and hard 

feelings among his employees.  Allegedly, many of his production workers didn't come from the best side of the tracks either. As 

the story goes, apparently a number of fairly small tooling inserts (those beryllium copper inserts had to be press fitted into steel 

mold frames or blocks, and could be quickly changed out) disappeared and found their way to scrap dealers in the area. This 

would seem to explain the missing tooling parts that have been mentioned many times whenever Jo-Han is discussed. 
 

In the 1980ôs, Seville Enterprises leased the JoHan tooling from John Haenle.   Haenle apparently misrepresented the condition of 

the tooling, what actually existed as to complete tooling.  Seville also found out that the Jo-Han molds only fit in Jo-Han's ancient 

molding machines, (a rumor at the time was that AMT had passed on the tooling for just that reason)   This was a major blow to  
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Seville's plans, as they wanted to use the Jo-Han molds to reduce down time in their own molding machines.   From all the 

information that has been given,  a lot of the tooling had already "disappeared" when Haenle still owned it. 
 

Seville sued Haenle over the misrepresentation.  This was a long & drawn out lawsuit eventually settled in Seville's favor, giving 

them sole ownership of Jo-Han, but it was rumored that the punitive damages amounted to $1.00, which didn't cover lawyer's fees 

for Seville.  During all of this, even more tooling "disappeared", leaving many tools forever gone or missing so many vital parts 

that they couldn't be brought back.    There are reports of Haenle sleeping in his office either to try to thwart theft, or because he 

was reduced to that due to financial issues. 

Apparently Seville was unable to do any injection molding 

due to tooling being missing, and what few Jo-Han kits that 

were released during their ownership of Jo-Han were pieced 

together from test shots, existing stock & the like.    
 

Seville eventually looked for someone to buy what few 

remaining assets there were.  An enthusiast by the name of 

Okey Spaulding  from Kentucky secured financing to purchase 

what is left.   Okey ran Accucast which was doing resin 

casting of interiors for old Jo-Han promos & the like and was 

privy to the fact it was up for sale.  Somehow after a physical 

inventory is done, more tooling "disappears" before it can be 

moved from Detroit to Okeyôs place Kentucky. 
 

Mr.  Spaulding reportedly wound up with a large quantity of 

Jo-Han spare parts and was seen at various model car swap 

meets in the early 2000ôs selling glass, trim and misc parts.   

He managed to get a reissue of the 68 Plymouth police car kit 

out.    But it does not appear that he has tooling for the most 

popular muscle car kits.     
 

The JoHan building today in Hamtramck is long gone.   By the 

1980ôs, tales of armed guards at the local Burger King and  

barbed wire around businesses did not inspire confidence in 

the neighborhood.  
 

While most of the JoHan kits will not be capable of being 

reissued,  many of the kits like the Superbird, 69 Road Runner 

and 72 Torino stocker were made in such substantial numbers, 

that prices are still affordable.    That an an aging group of 

buyers mean that some kits will continue to be affordable.   I 

remember my dad buying three full cases of Superbird models 

in the mid 1970ôs.   I think they were under three dollars each  wholesale.     But some of the harder to find kits like the plain 1970 

Road Runner will remain pricey.    Happy Collecting.   
 


