DATE CODE MANIA - GOODYEAR TIRE DECODING

Date coding... we can't seem to get enough of it. Years ago, it wasn't considered important. We only looked at
whether we had the right engine block and maybe the transmission. Today, many people base their restoration on
using proper date coded parts. In fact, just about everything on your car has a date code.

One area that has been long overlooked is tires. For those of you who are going the concours route, there is a way
to tell when the tire was manufactured. You can be armed with this knowledge when shopping at the swap meets to
put together the perfect set of matched tires. Obviously, this is not easy, put it has been done. This could be your
"unfair advantage" in a close concours judging battle.

The information we'll presént here relates to wing car era Goodyear tires. To date, I have no information on
Firestone codes. As you'll see, eventually, the tire serial number system was standardized. At the time the Daytonas,
500s, Superbirds, Talladegas, etc were built, we do not believe there was a standard system between tire companies.

Getting started, in all of our examples, the tire serial number is located on the back side of the tire sidewall.

We'll deal with three types of serial numbers...
1969 and part of 1970 used a seven digit serial number. Example: JP01D238
We are only concerned with the first two digits. Looking at the seven digit serial number chart, we see if the
first digit is a J or U, the tire was made in 1969. The second digit being the letter P indicates the tire was
made in the seventh month (July). The fourth digit is the assembly plant. This is the numbering system you
will find on Daytonas and most Superbirds.

Sometime in 1970, a different numbering system called "TIC" (pronounced "tick") appeared. In this case,
we'll use an example of... A6NBJBDL.

Again, we are concerned with the first two digits. Again, consult the chart and you will see that A6 indicates
the 27th week (July) of 1970. Too late for a Superbird. The third and fourth digits indicate plant.

Later on, around 1972, the current DOT system came into use. These may be either nine or ten digits long.
Example.. @—MBUFDLAO042.

Here, we look at the last three digits. The 042 indicates the fourth week of 1972. 04 meaning fourth week,
the number 2 meaning 1972. Obviously, this was a replacement tire.

The DOT system remains in use. When looking at tires keep in mind the relative age of the tire. If you are looking
at Goodyear GT radials for your Little Red Express Truck, the code "042" on the end of this tire would mean 1982
What I am saying is the decade is not spelled out for you.

If you bought a replacement Polyglas tire over the counter from your Goodyear dealer, say in 1973, it's possible that
your tire differed from the OEM tire installed by Chrysler or Ford. Identical sized replacement tires have been found
up to half an inch different in tread width under close examination. Also, not only is the date code important, but
different tire plants did different things. Red stripe tires for instance have variables in the location of the red stripe on
the sidewall. Some are furthur up or down than others. Was there a specification here? We don't know.

But ideally, you want date codes prior to the build date, and preferably from the same tire plant.

Seriously, are we getting a little carried away here? T'l let you be the judge. We are really splitting hairs when we
get this picky. But for the super clean low milage car, or totally correct restoration, this is a area that some people

will pursue. At the very least, I hope you've found it interesting.

Our thanks to Greg Kwiatkowski for contributing materials for this article.



Top Chart: Non-DOT Tire Codes Prior to 1970

Bottom Chart: DOT Tire codes for 1970 and 1971
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